
Bishop brings message of mercy to inmates

Ye a r  o f  M e rc y

Includes: Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica and 
passage through the basilica’s holy door, Rome 
with visits to three other papal basilicas, Assisi, 

Florence, the Cathedral of Orvieto, and the 
birthplace of St. Catherine of Siena.

Reservations: Can be made at Dube Travel 
offices in Auburn, Augusta, or South Portland.

For more information: Contact Teena at 
800.879.3823 or tdick@dubetravel.com

Celebrate the Holy Year of Mercy  
by joining Bishop Robert Deeley on a  

Pilgrimage to Italy
October 19–26, 2016

“The fact that 
he’s here is a 

great message 
of hope and 
faith to the 

population.” 
– Scott Landry

“Whatever we are, no matter where we 
are, we can receive God’s mercy.” 

That was the message Bishop Robert Deeley brought 
to inmates at the Maine Correctional Center in Windham 
during a Mass celebrated on the morning of Christmas Eve. 

“In the story of Christmas, hear that God wants to share His 
compassion and love with us. That’s why I’m here, to bring you 
that message,” the bishop said. “In this Year of Mercy, Pope 
Francis wants us to deepen our appreciation for God’s mercy.”

Approximately 50 inmates and correctional officers 
gathered for the Mass and, in one of the most moving 
moments, joined together in singing “Silent Night” during 
holy Communion.

The room where the Mass was celebrated was adorned 
with a Christmas tree and a hand-carved Nativity scene, 
which the inmates later presented to the bishop as a gift to 
show their appreciation for his visit.

“It shows he is concerned about all of us,” said William, 
an inmate. “These men are actively trying to better 

themselves. Bishop Deeley being here gives us a lot of 
support. It’s very helpful for us.”

“The fact that he’s here is a great message of hope and faith 
to the population,” said Scott Landry, the warden. “It’s really 
important, especially at this time of year. It’s a great example to 
everybody not to forget about incarcerated people and to not 
give up on them.”

Visiting those in prison is one of the corporal works of 
mercy. Earlier in December, the bishop celebrated Mass at the 
Maine State Prison in Warren, again assuring the inmates of 
God’s great love for them. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Throughout the Year of Mercy, the Diocese of Portland will share ideas for 
living out these works. Look for them in your parish bulletin, online at www.portlanddiocese.org/holy-year-

of-mercy, or Mondays on the diocese’s Facebook page, www.facebook.com/PortlandDiocese. 5


